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From the Pastor 

With all the rain in June and into July, (no doubt the only creatures 
who enjoyed it were the Japanese beetleséto be honest, Iôve 
never liked beetles much anyway---or The Beatles for that matter), 
itôs hard to believe that summerôs path is fast winding to its end. But 
at least it goes out in a blaze of glorious, living Technicolor! And 
the color most prominent among them is yellow. 
 

September---summerôs grand finale, never fails to knock my visual 
socks off, because of all the brilliant yellows---yellow sun, yellow 
flowers, yellow leaves. And so every September, itôs no 
coincidence that since I was a kid, this same trail of yellow has led 
me straight to the door of Robert Frostôs farm house in backwoods 
Vermont, to read again his (perhaps most) famous poem, The 
Road Not Taken. And if you are familiar with it too---as just about 
everyone who once took tenth grade American Lit is (or should 
be!), then you know that Frostôs poem is a portrait of good, old, 
Yankee contrarian individualism. But I think what sets the poem off 
and gives it its vividness is that it is painted on a canvas of this 
exquisite color. So, to get us into the mood for fall, and to shake 
our summer slumber so we can reengage ourselves, our faith, and 
our commitment to the church community, here it is: 
 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
 

I shall be telling this with a sigh, 
Somewhere ages and ages hence, 
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And I, I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

 

Of course, there are the mega, course-setting, life-changing 
decisions we each face. But, in reality, crucial decisions---not just 

the classic ones, which qualify as earth shattering that 
come immediately to mind, donôt end when we are 
young. We continually face decisions. Roads diverge all 
the time, whether we are aware of it or not. There are 
always difficult, and often subtle, decisions to be made 
about who we are and what we do---what direction do we 
choose to travel. 
 

Now, I donôt know if Robert Frost was thinking of Jesus 
when he penned this poem, but he could have. I certainly 
do, since Jesusô life was all about cutting his own unique 
path courageously, but not without fear and trembling, I am 
sure. After all, he was fully human, so it wouldnôt be human 
of him if he didnôt struggle with the dilemmas (wrestle with 
the devil) that confronted him, as they do us. 
 

So daily, we too face the need to make the identical 
decisions as individuals, as Christians, and as the 
church. And what we know about Jesus, as revealed to 
us in the gospels, is that more often than not, to follow 
Jesus means to choose the road less traveled by (in 
whatever form it takes). It very well may mean we are not 
popular. But when we choose the way of the cross, we 
are assured the strength of character necessary to follow 
through, and as Psalm 23 says in speaking of God, the 
comfort of knowing that ñyou are with me.ò And, as Jesus 
showed us by the choices he made along lifeôs way, it is 
what makes all the difference. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Tom 

http://www.excelsiorcongregational.org/
mailto:infoccoe@aol.com
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Pastor, from page 1 
 

P.S. We all know that one important way to make 
progress in growing oneôs faith is through study and 
discussion with other serious ñseekers.ò To that end, I 
would like to put together an evening Adult Study group 
this fall. In order to make it as relevant to you as 
possible, I need to know what you are interested in 
learning about. What spiritual issues are you thinking 
about, curious about, struggling with, at this point in 
your life. Potential subjects, and the directions we can 

go, are virtually inexhaustible!  

So consider this a survey! Please let me know if 
you are interested in something, and what that 
something. (And, oh yes, it would be helpful to 
know the times that work best for you).  
 

Contact the office, or speak to me, or just write 
a note on your Sunday bulletin & put it in the 
offering plate---or give it to one of the Deacons 

on your way out.  

 

Apple Day Good Stuff Sale 
Saturday, September 22 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Antiques & Collectables  New & Vintage Clothing 

Accessories & Jewelry   Home & Holiday Decorations 

Household Goods   Accent Furniture 

 
¶ September 9-20 - Bring donations to lower level Conference Room 

¶ Friday, September 21 - Help display and price items 

¶ Saturday, September 22 Sale Day - Shop to benefit TreeHouse, ICA, & Church Programs 
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Board of Christian Education 
 

We send good wishes and prayers for a successful school year to all of our young people and to our members who 
work for local school districts! Thanks for all that you do! 
 
We are excited to get ready for fall with Rally Sunday set for 10 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 9. If you are interested in helping 
out with Sunday School classes, let us know! 
 
We are sharing photos highlighting this year's summer Sunday school theme, featuring the great fish stories of the 
Bible. 
 
Our original July Kick It plans were rained out, so we gathered together and enjoyed a movie at the Chanhassen 
Cinema. Thanks to all who attended!! As of this writing, August Kick It was set for Aug. 15 at Marty Swain's house! 
Thanks again for hosting!!  
 
Next year, we are considering having Kick It on Sunday nights. Let us know what you think! 

Chair Janet Holler, Carley Kregness and Karla Wennerstrom 

 

KICK-IT GROUP AT THE MOVEIS 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROJECTS 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 



The Congregational Church of Excelsior/The Mirror 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Missions 
 

The Missions Board is eager to launch into the new church year 

of outreach and giving. 

September brings the annual UCC-wide Neighbors in Need 

(NIN) campaign. NIN supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds 

support the Council for American Indian Ministry, and two-thirds 

is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries to support a 

variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 

projects through grants. NIN grants are awarded to UCC churches 

and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These 

grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to 

community organizing and advocacy to address systemic 

injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects 

focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.  

You'll find special NIN envelopes in the pew racks. Please write 

NIN in the memo line of your check and drop it in the collection 

plate (or mail to the church office) before or on October 7, World 

Communion Sunday. Many thanks. 

The ICA's largest fund-raiser of the year, The Great Taste, will 

take place on Thursday, October 4, from 5 to 10 p.m. at the 

Minnetonka Community Center, so put it on your calendar! The 

evening begins with a reception at the Minnetonka Community 

Center, complete with tastings from local restaurants, 

complementary wine and locally brewed beer, a silent auction, 

and a celebration of ICA's presence in the community. After the 

reception is an optional full wine-and-dine experience with 

chauffeured transportation to a surprise restaurant for a 3-course 

meal. Consider signing up with friends for a lovely evening. Go to 

https://one.bidpal.net/icataste/ticketing to get tickets, or contact 

Marty Swain. 

Speaking of ICA, our giving theme for September is SOUPð

canned, powdered, broth, anything soupy! As always, all 

food and cash donations are more than welcome (write "ICA" 

in memo line of checks), but consider following your nose to 

the soup aisle at the grocery this month. And don't forget, if 

you have a garden or enjoy visiting farmers markets, that 

ICA accepts fresh produce as well as nonperishables. 

Too many zucchinis? Think of ICA. Produce can be 

dropped at ICA's K-Tel location in Hopkins, or contact 

Marty Swain for pickup/delivery.  

Our church will again make suppers for the Minnetonka Tree 

House. Here are the dates--please put those on your 

calendar if you can help prep meals in the afternoon on listed 

Tuesdays or help serve on these early evenings: 

¶ November 18 (this one may only involve pies for the 

kids' Thanksgiving meal) 

¶ January 15 

¶ March 19 

¶ May 21 

Fall greetings from your Missions Board, 

Marty Swain (chair), Sharon Graef, Mark Krueger, 

Ross Rogney 

Music Notes 
 

"Oh, it's a long, long time from May to December, and the days grow cold as we reach September..."  
 

We're still in the lovely days of summer as I write and look forward to the crisp days of September and music that will 
unfold. 
 

The choir will sing on Sept. 2; the Riddle Brothers, three men and guitars, will bring their talents to our Rally Day 
service outside on Sept. 9. The Bell and Chancel choirs will start rehearsing on Sept. 12 and we'll be off and running 
as "the days dwindle down to a precious few, September, November..."  
 

Come share your music, your song to praise our God of Creation! 
 

Lydia 

https://one.bidpal.net/icataste/ticketing
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Board of Growth and Memebership 
 

Our new church web site is up and running at www.excelsiorcongregational.org.   

NOTE:  Please put the new web address in your bookmarks.  (If you forget, our old address will send you over to the 

new site automatically for a short time.) 

We hope you like our new look. The G&M team worked hard to come up with a creative, fresh approach to tell our story 

and invite new people to share our fellowship. Special thanks to Kris Kuhn of Wanderlust Professional Services for 

shepherding us through the process, and to Marty Swain for sharing her experience in building effective web sites. We 

think the results of our combined efforts will be a positive change for our church. 

We look forward to seeing everyone on Rally Sunday, September 9. Lydia has line up The Riddle Brothers for a great 

musical kick off to the new church year. Plan to join the fun! 

Your G&M team, 

Jenny Chappa, Margaret Demshar, Jeannie Handley, Janet Krueger 

MarySue Krueger, Chair 

Board of Deacons 
 

If you would like to provide altar flowers in honor of a loved one or "just because", sign up on the list outside the Sanctuary 
on the bulletin board. They can be just a bouquet from your yard or garden--not necessary to spend a lot. 
 
Did anybody notice that the red attendance books have been missing from the pews for a while? They were not being 
used regularly, so we decided to take them away, at least for now. 
 

Coming up... 

¶ September 9 is Rally Sunday, a celebration that summer is over, school has started and things get back to 
normal.  It will be an outdoor service with special music, introduction of this yearôs Sunday school teachers 
and a presentation by the Quilt Group. 

¶ September 22 is the Good Stuff Sale.  Bring in your good stuff donations starting Sept. 9, and then come do 
some shopping or help with the sale on the 22nd! 

¶ PLEASE, Sign up to prepare Coffee Hour and/or to usher.  These are small jobs that share the work and add 

to our Sunday experience. 

Your Board of Deacons--Sally Deke, Chair; Nancy Benson, Julie Boden, Betty Kuechle, Jo Marquardt, Val Stuessi, and 
Judy Wise 
 

And thanks to Sara Miller for her time on the Board. 

http://www.excelsiorcongregational.org/
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West Suburban Grief Coalition  
www.westsuburbangriefmn.org 

Our church supports the West Suburban Grief Coalition. Many have found their programs to be helpful 
in dealing with the grieving process. The meetings are held from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. on Thursdays. 
Refreshments and registration start at 4:00 p.m. The location rotates among area churches. The 
Fall meetings will be held at Messiah United Methodist Church, 17805 County. Road 6, Plymouth, 
MN 55447 (763-473-6968). Our coordinator for this group is Kathy Sherwood.  

 

September 6th  

òGrief: Moving Beyond the Mythsó 
presented by Pastor Steve Richards, Messiah Church  

 

September 13th  

òLoss of Dreamsó 
presented by Ted Bowman 

 

September 20th  

òThe Courage to Ask: Embracing Help on the Path to Healingó 
presented by Renee Garpestad 

 

September 27th  

òJourney Following Daughterõs Deathó 
presented by Pete Smead 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=F9b%2basgn&id=11D93F3DB653C7A01C35081B1686CB80700EFC4B&thid=OIP.F9b-asgnnNE6-46jwvEInQHaGK&mediaurl=https://i.pinimg.com/736x/16/88/fb/1688fb5c7f98d757c2b64ad344f3269c--wild-flower-gardens-wild-flowers.jpg&exph=612&expw=736&q=Flower+Garden+Clip+Art+Free&simid=608030740102646982&selectedIndex=316
http://www.westsuburbangriefmn.org/
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Riddle Brothers  

10 a.m. Sunday, September 9  


